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BIRTHS: Dan and Tara Byer-Parsons,  
a daughter, Eva Catherine, August 3, 2010. 
They live in Charlotte, N.C., and are derma-
tologists with Charlotte Medical Clinic.  
Charles and Sarah Thomas Clemmons, 
a son, Noah Harmon, July 20, Greenville.
Jason ’00 and Stacey Hoffert Gilbert, 
a son, Brady Jason, June 15, Birmingham, 
Ala. 
Lee and Kate Hall Martini, a son,  
Grayson James, April 15, Decatur, Ga.
00
Linsey Gwinn Ekebergh, senior audit 
manager at KPMG, LLP, was named to 
Greenville Business Magazine’s 2011 list  
of the city’s Best & Brightest 35 and Under.
BIRTHS: Jay and Robin Thomas 
DiBartolomeo, a son, Russell Thomas, 
April 16, 2010. They live in Beckley, W.Va. 
Rob and Jackie Smith Carson, a 
daughter, Londyn Elaun, August 12. Jackie 
is women’s basketball coach at Furman, 
and Rob works in the university’s academic 
assistance center.
Brink and Meg Hinson, a daughter, 
Adair Nanette, July 27. They live in West 
Columbia, S.C. 
Michael and Ellen Myers, a son, Parker 
Reid, June 15. They live in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., where Mike is program coordinator 
for Fostering Hope Foundation, a nonpro"t 
that provides support for foster families.
Tyler and Joy Thigpen, a son, Linus 
Livingston, August 26. Tyler co-founded 
the Chattahoochee Hills Charter School 
of southwest Atlanta in December 2010. 
He graduated from the Harvard Kennedy 
School of Government in May with a Mid-
Career Master in Public Administration 
degree and is now head of Upper School 
at Mount Vernon Presbyterian School in 
Atlanta. 
Chad and Cassie Floyd Tyner, a daugh-
ter, Campbell Angenette, December 16, 
2010. They live in Windsor, Ky.
01
Richard McAdams is manager of major 
gifts for the Heritage Foundation in the 
state of Florida.
Jesse Rice is in his fourth year as a staff 
songwriter at Artist Revolution Publishing in 
Nashville, Tenn. He has written songs with 
Lady Antebellum, Randy Houser, Love & 
Theft and Shawn Mullins, among others. His 
songs play in regular rotation on Sirius/XM 
radio and have been featured on a number 
of television shows, including “Survivor.”
Erin Kelley Sammis has been named 
executive director of Pensacola (Fla.) Opera, 
where she has been director of develop-
ment and marketing since May 2007. She is 
a regular grants panelist for the Florida Divi-
sion of Cultural Affairs and was recognized 
in 2010 as a “Rising Star” by the Pensacola 
Independent News. 
Lee B. Taylor III has joined Carolina Car-
diology Consultants, part of the Greenville 
Hospital System. His areas of specialization 
are general cardiology, echocardiography, 
nuclear cardiology and vascular imaging.
BIRTHS: Thomas and Rebecca  
Jackson Bandy, a daughter, Adelaide, 
February 10. Thomas is opera and vocal 
coach at the Oberlin Conservatory in Ohio. 
He previously taught at the University of 
Oklahoma.
Thomas and Krista Miller Boeger,  
a daughter, Aurelia Charlotte, November 
19, 2010, Asheville, N.C.
Brian (M.A. ’00) and Emily Eades  
Johnson, a son, Dylan, August 25. They 
live in Mount Pleasant, S.C.
Charles and Kelly Jack Lodowski, a son, 
Lucas Christian, April 26, Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla.
Will and Julie Taft Spearman, a son, 
Miles Breck, January 1, Durham, N.C.
02
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Megan Prewitt Koon of Greenville, 
an English teacher at St. Joseph Catholic 
School, received the 2011 Father Hayden 
Vaverek High School Excellence in Teaching 
Ryan and Katie Gooch, a son, Owen  
David, June 30. They live in Brentwood, 
Tenn. 
Roger and Adelaide Sykes Williams, 
a son, Brooks Kester, June 6. They live in 
Debordieu, S.C.
04
Meagan Anderson Longley earned  
a master’s degree from the School of Social 
Work at the University of Texas and joined 
the staff of the Hogg Foundation for Mental 
Health as a mental health fellow. She assists 
program of"cers with activities related to 
the foundation’s integrated health care and 
cultural and linguistic competency initiatives.
Latoya Michelle Mitchell completed  
a postdoctoral fellowship in microbiology  
at the University of Alabama-Birmingham 
and has accepted a position as a medical 
writer for the inScience Communications 
group of Wolters Kluwer Pharmasciences  
in Yardley, Pa. 
Justin A. Souma of Macon, Ga., has 
joined the "nancial services team of LPL 
Financial Middle Georgia.
MARRIAGES: Evan Aldrich and  
Elizabeth Chappell, April 30. They live  
in Redondo Beach, Calif. Evan is a broker 
with CRC Insurance Services.
Susanna Eiland and Tomer Zvulun, May 
28. They live in New York City. Tomer is 
on the directing staff of the Metropolitan 
Opera and is employed as a freelance stage 
director by the Seattle, Cincinnati and 
Atlanta operas, the Juilliard School, and 
Indiana University. 
Ashley Long and Chase Michaels, 
August 27. They live in Kernersville, N.C. 
BIRTHS: Christopher ’03 and Kacy 
Herring Babcock, a son, Hays Elijah, 
March 4, Clearwater, Fla.
Ryan and Carrie Parker Eaves, a son, 
Noah David, August 7, Athens, Ga.
Matthew and Leah Heathman,  
a daughter, Audrey Michelle, June 5. 
They live in Travelers Rest, S.C.
Award, which is given to a faculty member 
who demonstrates commitment and dedi-
cation and exempli"es the spirit of teaching 
in all walks of life.
BIRTHS: David and Jenny Noble 
Block, a son, Brayden Christopher, July 6. 
They live in Fountain Inn, S.C.
Joe ’03 and Teresa Leerssen Hoover, 
a son, Owen Daniel, June 2. They live in 
Taylors, S.C.
Trey and Julie Dunson ’01 Meredith, 
twins, a son, Samuel Bradley, and a daugh-
ter, Virginia Carter, September 20, 2010, 
Greenville.
Andrew and Gretchen Snavely, a son, 
Wilson Hawk, February 18, Charlotte, N.C.
03
Vaughn Bethell is founder and owner  
of Performance QSA, a personal training 
and "tness center in Greenville. He is a 
contributor to the book 3 Steps to Your Best 
Body in Record Time, published recently by 
Celebrity Press.
Joyce Leigh Ferguson earned a law 
degree from the University of Memphis 
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law.
Rodney Johnson and Jeff Walker were 
named to Greenville Business Magazine’s 
2011 list of the city’s Best & Brightest 35 
and Under. Rodney is principal of Lead 
Academy Public Charter School, and Jeff  
is a senior manager at Elliott Davis LLC  
accounting "rm.
MARRIAGE: Katie Lewis and Josh 
Chamberlain, August 13. They live in  
Eugene, Ore. Katie is an editorial coordina-
tor for Oregon Social Learning Center and  
a freelance writer and editor. Josh owns 
J-Tea International, a tea company that 
specializes in Taiwanese oolongs.
BIRTHS: Jon and Katie Dumitru, a son, 
Jonah Luke, April 29. Jon "nished his resi-
dency in emergency medicine at Vanderbilt 
University and now works in Orlando, Fla.
Of course, Gail’s dominance begs the question: Why 
not go pro? Her time at the worlds was a minute faster 
than the top American elite competitor, who "nished 
ninth overall, but the decision is not that simple.  
On a practical level, in the elite division drafting is  
allowed during the cycling leg, which would erase  
much of her edge. And there are compelling personal 
reasons as well.
“I’m 38,” she says. “I have a partially torn Achilles, 
which is a limiter, and if I stepped up to the pros I’d 
want to take my training up a notch, which I might not 
be able to do with the injury. Prize money would be 
really nice, but I think my motivation is correct at this 
point in my life.
“I don’t want that pressure. I ran competitively  
in college. I want to be able to enjoy it for what it is.  
If I don’t feel like going on a training run on a given day, 
that’s "ne. There’s not an expectation. Don’t get me 
wrong — it would be really cool to be a pro athlete,  
but I’m pretty happy with where I am and what  
I’ve achieved.”
Gail works part time as a nurse at North Greenville 
Hospital in Travelers Rest while also helping Rick with  
his online personal-training business, Team Kattouf 
(http://teamkattouf.com). Both jobs are rewarding, 
but Gail has no plans to give up her rather intense 
hobby. After all, she and Rick worry — mostly in jest — 
about what she would do with what he has called her 
“freaky” competitive side.
“Why am I so physically motivated? Maybe it’s 
because I haven’t learned another way. Maybe I should 
join a book club and outread everybody,” she says with 
a laugh. “The sport is so small, it’s like a family, and  
I love the idea that you can do it for life. My family 
members were like, how much longer are you going  
to try and race? And now my response is, as long as 
possible — as long as my body will allow me to race.”
— RON WAGNER
The author, a 1993 graduate, is a freelance writer  
in Hendersonville, N.C.
Union Duathlon World Championship in Dijon, Spain, 
leaving no doubt that she is the best the United States 
has to offer. 
Kattouf "nished three minutes ahead of her closest 
competitor to easily capture the 35-39 age division, 
which is impressive enough by itself but only a fraction 
of her true dominance. Her time of two hours, four 
minutes, 38 seconds in the 10-kilometer run/38.4K 
bike ride/5K run event was the fastest by any amateur 
woman, regardless of age or nationality, and would 
have placed her seventh among the “elites,” or pros.
Nice, Kattouf admits, but not the point. “Any time 
you put your whole self into something, the reward is so 
personal,” she says. “Most people don’t realize that the 
personal satisfaction is what keeps me in it. It’s de"nitely 
not the accolades.”
While it’s true that duathlon doesn’t get much atten-
tion in a country ruled by triathlon, Kattouf could help 
change that. Her world championship comes on the 
heels of an amazing season in which she captured the 
U.S. short- and long-course championships in equally 
overwhelming fashion. 
At the short-course nationals April 30 in Oro Valley, 
Ariz., her time of 1:37.00 over a 5K/35K/5K course 
turned heads because she "nished more than two min-
utes ahead of any amateur in any division, and among 
the elite women only Germany’s Angela Axmann 
(1:34.10) and U.S. star Nicole LaSelle (1:36.08) 
bested her. The story was similar a month earlier at 
the long-course national championships in Pelham, 
Ala. There, Kattouf dominated the 10K/47K/10K race 
in 3:14.42, crushing her nearest amateur competitor by 
nearly 10 minutes and "nishing behind only two elites. 
(She elected not to compete in the long-course worlds, 
also held in September.)
She credits her husband, Rick, with reinvigorating 
her competitive "re when they met a few years ago.  
An accomplished triathlete and duathlete himself, Rick 
suggested she try cycling, and he was immediately 
amazed at her natural ability. In fact, so pro"cient has 
Gail become on the bike that it is now the key to her 
success, as evidenced by her unmatched 1:01:15 bike 
split in Spain. Other competitors simply can’t make up 
the time during the runs. “When you get an individual 
that’s that small but that powerful, it’s like this light-
weight Corvette with 700 horsepower,” Rick says.
GAIL PENNACHIO KATTOUF ’95 says she has reached
the point in her life where she isn’t thinking about 
results when she races. No wonder, her competitors 
might retort. What’s there to ponder when you’re "rst 
all the time?
The former Furman distance-running standout, who 
completed her collegiate career with more than two 
dozen All-Southern Conference honors, "lled the only 
empty spot in her trophy case 
in September when she 
won the 2011 Inter-
national Triathlon 
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